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ABrave lVewWorld?
o lhe I.sE historian of 2095, I say welcomel When reading this
Ceuenary Reyiew. I hop< you sri[ rocognise the irbdruton of whicn
we speak. Ydu can fully arlswer the question that I have been set _

what futue for 0le LSE itr its second century? My only sourc€s ale
ext apolations trom the plesent. my three )ears al LSE, a-nd the limited
knowledge of rhe School's history thar t ve gained. yei for you there is no
need Io Fedict ftom the past, the answe$ surround vou-

This rext. by your era. presumably will be rrars*$ed in rie form of dara
floating drough an htangible technology. However it,s neither
dev€lopments in technology and the structue of society, nm IJE,S place
within it, that matter. You will hrow where ttre School is now locatei ldidwe ever move !o County Hall?); whether a mass higher education system
mrans video-enhanced console le€ming for mdergraduaf€s, a .Fordiar. t-sE
educatroD.: and whetber rhe insdortioD is a p6ir ot the Univ€rsity oIt ndon
or hdepe[deDL as part of the Wortd Uoiversities L€ague. AI these questions
will be answered bm ibat is mr of priEe import.

The rue questioD should be how llss tle nanEe of lhe School and its
srudeots changed The strrdenl demography. fr[ding and recruiEnenL
patlems trom Loalay deate the spirir ot 6e tSE Ctlmge thes€ and you
change fte institution. VEE]I'' , rerurn cognoscere c@.rar, (to ktrow the
causes of thingo, adopted in 1922, and fte Fabiar origins of rhe IJE would
tend towards a progressive Social Science School, with ferccious alebate_
discussion and a meldng por for radical ideasl the best surdenrs being trained
as unj. erqaqqes then posrgmduates, promoting then <fisciplines and
evolvitrg Social Science Rules into Theories and towards Itws-

So, will fte I-sE become a Global Graduate School or are we pe*Eps
due for a rcurm to our mdic€l roots and traditions? The nrtue coid unton
either way.

If we exEapolate ftom rhe pesen! the tuture of drc LSE,S Fabian
tradition will be exringuished. Students' enaance requfuements will beaome
primarily fituncia! rcsearch will be based on what the corpomte world is
willing to pay for, rather ihan academic medq progtessive developments will
be nullfied by computer-based statistical sampling and perhaps even
lF*rply Tl]T1ry pure togic. A Dystopian view. but perhaps this'Brave New Wodd' ofLSE is inevirabte-

Creating tlrc futue lies in rhe actions of those in the Eesent. Of couse_
enernalities o[ goverrunent technology and $e forming CtoOat Vilage haue
a mle to play - but Lo rhe Decision Makem. Shrdents, AJumni, Govemors.
lcad:ml:s_and FlTds ofLSE. I say ir. is our rote ro protecr fte principles
tJrar dre IJE 

-w:s_!uiil ol off-beal uplenrpo and aiead of its rime. t hope
that you- Lhe LSE'S 20s5 hislorjar|. wil srill be able !o say as muchl


